read the posts and reply to other claims. Your replies should be no less than 100 words.


A line that I think is significant from this piece is in the beginning of the short story. I find this quote interesting. "One in the cheek; it was light, but left a large, red naked scar, which has earned me the repulsive, thoroughly inappropriate name-which only an ape could have come up with-of Red Peter, as if the red spot on my cheek were all that distinguished me from that locally popular trained ape-animal Peter, who recently died." I feel that this quote is very significant to the piece because it is mainly right in the beginning of the story and it convinces the reader to keep reading on to find out more about his life and how he is actually living his life as an "ape". I think it is also significant piece of the story because I think this is how the short story starts with him being shot twice by the Hagenbeck Zoo Company. As he was running along with the other apes, he was the unlucky one that was shot at. The Zoo Company was out looking for another ape to replace the one that recently died. I think this quote is also significant because it almost seems like to me that his two wounds that he has from being shot has a big part to the story because his red wound on his cheek differentiates him fro the last ape that was there who recently died. But why is it that they gave him the same name as the last ape? Could it be that they want him to replace the last ape named Peter? Is this why they shot him and put him on a cage on the ship? What do they ant with him? I think a possible claim of what this story means is that the author of this story could be relating this to him and maybe what he felt like at one point in life. There could be a possibility that he felt like there was no way out of a situation he could have encountered, so he had to act like the other people instead of being himself to prove himself that he was like the other people that he was encountered with. A claim could also be made about this story that it could mean to never give up when you think there is no possible way out of a situation. Red Peter was stuck in a tight cage where he could hardly move. Red Peter thought there was not a way to escape. Being stuck in a cage he did not know what to do because he always had freedom out in the wild. Since he is stuck in a small area now, he has to think of ways to escape and is completely stuck. Then, he caught on to the people's actions happening around him. He studied the people and he then imitates them. Then when they arrive to the academy, he wanted to act like more of a human and forget what he experienced in life as an ape. This short story is different from any other short story I have read, and I think their could be a lot of different claims that could be concluded about this story, and I think you could go about the meaning of the story from many point of views.


Reply:  




"I curtly exclaimed, 'Hey!' breaking out in human sounds, plunging into human society with that cry, and feeling its echo, 'Listen, he's talking!' like a kiss over my entire sweat-soaked body" (291).
I feel that this part of the story was the climax and the most important. Here is where the crewmen on the ship finally hear the ape speak its first word. The crewmen are shocked that the ape was able to speak their language and were simply amazed at what the ape had done. Leading up to this point of the story, the ape would watch the men as they walked around the ship, how they acted, and what they did, such as the way they would drink. The reason the ape was trying to mimic the crewmen was to show them that maybe if he acted like a human being, then they would set him free. Occasionally, the ape would receive human lesson tips from one of the crew members to better the apes knowledge on humanlike characteristics. As the ape explained to the gentlemen at the academy, there was no escape from this cage without some help, and if somehow the ape would have escaped, there would have been nowhere for him to escape to being that he was on a ship in the middle of a body of water.
An open-ended discussion question that my quotes leads to would be why did the ape not speak earlier on in the story. The reader knows the thoughts of the ape throughout the whole story as he watches the crew members and how they present themselves. One can only imagine the pain and suffering the ape endured while being locked in that cage of his. It comes down to the fact whether or not the ape believed in himself enough that he would be able to speak real words or if he never knew he had the ability to even accomplish that in his lifetime. What one may consider though is that if the ape could speak real words all along, then why did he not speak in the very beginning when he was first locked up. Maybe the reason could have been that he wanted to get a feel for the environment that he was in and get to know the crewmen around him. Whatever the ape had in his mind, the plan ended up working out by the end of the story, or he would have never been able to report to the gentlemen at the academy.
The reason for why this story was written was far more than an ape learning to speak and presenting his story in front of an academy. I feel that growing up as a young boy, the author never had much say so in his life and maybe his parents controlled his life for quite some time. As the author grew older and older, he seemed to get tired of the nonsense and as in the apes case, wanted freedom. Maybe the author could never had the courage to stand up for himself and express his true inner feelings. Based on my quote I chose, the author could have stepped up for himself and finally was being the man he should have been his whole life.  
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